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T
he words ‘secret’ and ‘discreet’ can 

often prelude ‘cinema’, but not all 

match the level of discretion achieved 

in Anand, Gujarat in India – and even 

fewer can boast the accolade of being 

chosen as the industry’s finest across all 

projects delivered worldwide in 2018.

Inside the retreat
You don’t secure the title of ‘Best Home 

Cinema’ from CEDIA, the industry’s leading 

home technology trade association, without 

complying with a number of performance 

standards. Therefore it’s no surprise that  

Ahmedabad-based installer Sound Sense’s 

meeting of CEDIA, HAA, THX, ISF criteria is 

at the core of this project. But, outside of 

ticking these boxes, there naturally comes 

a high degree in skill in achieving what 

only a select few can: to be recognised 

as the ‘Best Home Cinema’ in both its 

price category (‘Best Home within Cinema 

£40,000/€45,000 and under’) and globally, 

as well as being highly commended in the 

documentation category.

“This project was a fantastic opportunity 

for our team to push the boundaries of our 

creativity, collective skillset and power to 

collaborate internally and externally to 

innovate and design a high-level home 

cinema set-up,” explains Ankur Bhatt, 

director and owner of Sound Sense. “We 

had to do this whilst being restricted by 

budget, time and space available.”

Following an earlier recommendation 

from the architect involved with the project, 

work on the project would commence in 

early June 2017 with a finite end date in 

place for Sound Sense to meet. “We knew 

the client personally for many years prior 

to the project, but this is the first time we 

worked with them professionally. They 

gave our team full freedom to design 

the room how we wanted in accordance 

with his requests, but there was to be no 

changes to the project finish date due to 

the planned opening date of the clinic,” 

recalls Bhatt.

“Larger than life”
The space had to be both luxurious and 

deliver a high quality AV experience to an 

above average-sized home cinema (for 25 

to 30 people). Furthermore, installing a 

“larger than life screen” in a limited space 

(7.6m long by 5.8m wide) incorporating 

pillars meant a serious amount of planning. 

Noise isolation, with the client’s four-

storey surgical clinic and office just below 

the cinema room, was also essential. “Any 

noise from the walking in the room and 

the room itself had to be isolated from the 

lower level, and the cinema itself had to 

be lavish and accommodate the client’s 

large joint family, as well as large circle of 

friends, meaning he wanted to maximise 

seating capacity,” says Bhatt.

To rectify reverberation time problems 

and solve any flutter echo issues in the 

Beyond	the	exterior	of	one	surgical	clinic	in	India	
is	a	feat	of	integration	recognised	on	a	global	

level	at	the	recent	edition	of	the	CEDIA	Awards.	
Charlotte	Ashley	discovers	Sound	Sense’s	

unmistakable	‘Clinical	Retreat.’
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room, the eight-person Sound Sense team 

specified an intricate isolation system for 

integration into the floor, and an acoustic 

sheet behind the acoustically transparent 

screen. First reflections would also be 

treated to avoid any undesirable effects 

(such as comb filter).

The cinema’s site location on the 

client’s work premises (and the immovable 

schedule) naturally limited hours available 

for preparing and installing in the room. 

Before starting work on site Bhatt and 

his team extensively laid out how to best 

work with the constraints of the space. 

“Based on our assessment of room size, 

screen size, speaker placement, seating 

requirement and acoustics, we designed 

five rows from the screen to seat 33 

persons (three rows of seven, two of 

six) in non-reclining chairs (as six-seater 

rows had to accommodate pillars on the 

sides),” states Bhatt. “As the room size 

was limited, we naturally opted for a 

discreet speaker set-up.”

Award-winning integration
A 9.2.4 Dolby Atmos cinema set-up centred 

around an acoustically transparent, 

13-feet wide (169-in diagonally) 2.35:1 

screen was installed to deliver across the 

project’s goals laid out by Sound Sense 

in the planning stages. “We worked to 

ensure that the design criteria was in line 

with the highest quality metrics to help 

faithfully reproduce the objectives of 

sound, visuals and effects as envisioned 

by a film’s director,” states Bhatt. He 

continues: “For audio; clarity, focus and 

envelopment was absolutely key, as well 

as response, dynamics and consistent 

performance from seat to seat. In terms of 

visuals, achieving the optimal black level 

of image and detail, along with contrast 

ratio and grayscale considerations, were 

prioritised.”

Sound Sense deployed Phase 

Technology speakers for the quality of 

on-axis and off-axis response offered, 

as well as “phenomenal” sound stage 

and sound envelopment according to 

Bhatt. “To achieve envelopment for the 

surrounds (rows one to four), diffuser 

panels were used, positioned in the rear 

half of the room adding spaciousness to 

the sound and reducing the localisation 

of the surround and rear speakers,” he 

says. Two subwoofers were deployed in 

the corners of the room to create a virtual 

sub in the centre and accommodate the 

size of the room and large number of 

seats needed.

Bhatt continues: “We also used a 

Pioneer AV receiver that offers dynamic 

sound quality and has an advanced 

equalizer per channel.” The receiver 

also ensured the system could be tuned 

up according to the requirements of 

the room with ease and clarity. A Lab.

gruppen IPD series amp with an onboard 

DSP is furthermore on hand to assist with 

tuning each speaker.

A wider ELAN automation system and 

Rako lighting system were integrated 

with the AV system, chosen for ease 

of use for the client and his friends and 

family. A dedicated split A/C with internal 

thermostat controls was placed in the 

equipment room to maintain optimal 

temperature and combat the Indian heat 

at all times.

Completed to budget and within the 

agreed time-frame, Sound Sense’s ‘Clinical 

Retreat’ went on to win two awards at the 

“With this project 

we pushed the 

boundaries of 

our creativity, 

collective skillset 

and power to 

collaborate.”
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2018 CEDIA Awards. The integrator was 

also recognised as the winner of ‘Best 

Showroom’ for its ‘Sound Sense Surat’ 

space in a year that has seen the integrator 

go from strength to strength. “We were 

delighted to finish this project in just over 

three and a half months as timelines are 

not always adhered to well in the country 

and we were working in collaboration with 

the architect, engineers, carpenters and 

more,” says Bhatt.

“This has definitely been one of most 

challenging projects in terms of stretching 

the boundaries of our creativity to 

meet the client’s criteria for the cinema 

with the limitations of time, space and 

budget,” concludes Bhatt on a landmark 

installation for the company’s portfolio. 

“We couldn’t be happier that the client 

was blown away by the end result, 

and to have our work recognised and 

acknowledged by industry experts from 

across the world at the CEDIA Awards is 

a true honour.”

Tech-Spec
• ELAN g1 automation processor

• Lab.gruppen power amplifiers

• Linksys wireless access point

• Milan acoustically transparent projection screen

• Phase Technology speakers and subwoofers

• Pioneer AV receiver and Blu-ray player

• Rako dimmers, switching module and keypad

• Sony VPL-HW45ES 3D HD projector

• Tata Sky 4K set top box
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